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CAPABILITIES OF CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES, INCLUDING NORTH 
KOREAN COMMUNISTS NOW IN MANCHURIA, TO INTERVENE ~ 


IN THE KOREAN SITUATION 
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The enclosed estimate, presented orally by the Joint 


Intelligence Committee to the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 6 July 


‘ 
. 


1950, is circulated io information. 


( . “W. G, LALOR, 
J, H, IVES, 


Joint Secretariat. 





pene ESTIMATE 


CAPABILITIES OF CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES, INCLUDING © 


NORTH KOREAN COMMUNISTS NOW IN MANCHURIA, TO INTERVENE 
IN THE KOREAN SITUATION 


"ARMY 

a Communist Forces Available ‘ 

a. Available for immediate deployment to Korea are troops 
from two areas, Manchuria’ and North China. 

by In Manchuria: there. are approximately ‘400, 000 Military 
District: sonia eoreeas including 70,000 Korean troops. 
There are also 165 ,000, ex-Nationalist troops of unknown 
loyalty, . Gradning.. and. reliability which are considered 
to have been Integrated with: Military District troops, 
making a total of. 565, 009 ‘in ‘Manchuria. Military District 
troops are of unkown efficiency and training, having merely 
garrison: and Local seoursty assignments although they: served’ 
with the Chinese Communist Pield Ponca: during the fighting = 
in Manchuria. eG is estimated: that they are armed with 
individual weapons and a few crew-served light weapons. 
“There are no reliable reports of any attempt at an over-all 
tactical seoupine and training of these forces. 

¢. In North China, in the Peiping-Tientsin area, there 
is a concentration of 210,000 field force troops under Nieh 


\ 
ouhe Coes This concentration: contains seven armies con-_ 


sisting of twenty-five sntantey divisions, with a total 
strength of lie, 000. Also. in this concentration are mis~ 
cellaneous units consisting of: 
Two cavalry divisions with a strength of 12,000. 
' Two infantry divisions with a strength of 16,000. 
One motorized artillery division with a strength of 


- 9,000. 
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One artillery brigade with a strength of 1,200. 
One tarlk division with a strength of 3,000. The 

number and type of t tanks is unknown, but probably 

are Japariese and ex-Nationalist armored cars. 

d. It is estimated that only a part of the available 
troops hon Manchuria and Worth China could actually be 
considered, for redeployment to ‘Korea, because, of internal 
security needs in these. aneas. It mente aDpee logical 
that the 70,000 Koreans in Manchuria ‘would be chosen 
initially for early redeployment. ‘ Any further redeployment | 
of Manchurian Military District troops would be dependent 
upon the extent to which ‘the communists are willing to 
risk internal security considerations. -In North ‘China, 
because of the presence: of Military District troops, the 
field forces - the Peiping-Tientsin area could be more 
readily committed. As to troops from the other areas in 
China, it is estimated that any large scale redeployment 
oh these forces to Korea is unlikely because of the 
neceseryy of maintaining internal, security in restive ‘areas. 

c. Chinese reenforeenents could be moved into Korea sna 


committed only at a risk of the involvement of Communist 


China. 


oe epreohiveness and Capabilities of Communist Forces 

a. It is estimated that. any troops redeployed .to Korea 
would be well- trained and reliable. A factor to be 
remembered , nawevers. is chat “although considerable numbers. 
of Chinese Communist troops nee had extensive. combat ex- 


perience, the type of fighting in which they nae eneawed 








has not been the full-scale. eet of fighting. Their 


opposition has been at best. osc ean “thew, have never 
gore SIFIED 
DECLASSIFIED oped with 
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modern ‘weapons , and possessing’ the will and the skill to 


use those weapons, ‘on the contrary, Chinese Communist 
Lighting has been characterized by hit and run guerrilla 
‘tactics, a teghnique at whieh ney have shown considerable 
skill. | | 

b. Korean troops could be moved from Manchuria into 
Korea and employed as units with the North Korean armed _ 
forces. Their effectiveriess would be slightly lower than 
that of comparable units in the present North Korean forces 
because of lack of tactical training. 

c. It is not anticipated that Chinese reenforcements to. 
Korea could contribute much in the way of armor or artillery, - 
as the Chinese Communist Army is considered weak in these 
two elements, and the North Koreans apparently are already 


well supplied with these weapons by the Ryssians. 


3. Logistics 
a. Supply routes Ln Hlorth Korea are restricted to 


certain lines of communications. and are channelized Beers 


two principal routes. 





Le Movement of any’ ‘sizable forces into North Keten or 
Within this area would depend primarily upon railways. oe 8 
There are seven rail connections on the Manchurian border ive 


and one leading into the Boe Union near Vladivostok. 


However , these lines conven ee “into Ge main coastal routes ."., 





which run to Seoul. North Korean railroads traverse 

difficult - verrain eee ‘necessitates numerous engineering 

structures and renders these lines vulnerable to interruptions. | 
ce. Locomotives and rolling stock are in poor condition, 


and of 870 locomotives in North Korea only 25 per cent 


are estimated to be operable. 
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di. These facil tie 


the movement of ‘the bulic of: the , forces of che ae listed 
above in Manchuria’ as possibly available ‘for employment in 
Korea, ihe limiting peor péing our ability to interrupt | 


‘the movfeiiont of these force’ and their logistic support Soham 


counteraction, ' 





4. Communist china hag! ‘poactically no capability of effectively - 
reenforcing or supporting. the North Korean navy because of lack 
of fuel, spare parts and: “ahiimand tion. It is believed that the 
shipping which the communists took over from the Nationlists is 


largely non-operational at’ this time. 


‘sATR FORCE 
5. Forces Available - ee, 

a. The Chinese Communists have 3 B-24's,.3 B-25's, 9 
Mosquitos, ‘and possibly some Russian aircraft; there may 
be up to 100 of the latter. 

b, The North Korean air force can be reenforced ‘bo a 
degree by the Soviet Union by measures short of open | a 
intervention. | This reenforcement could consist of aircraft 
with full logistic support, ground personnel to the extent 
Racdbeacy to maintain properly the aircraft, supervisory : 
personnel, and possibly ‘flight crews under the guise of, | 
Chinese or Koreans. The Soviets have adequate numbers of 
aircraft and supporting personnel in the Far East. to 
supply the North Hor eone, with all aircraft that could be.’ 
used effectively in the South Korean operation without | | 
jeopardizing their own position in the Far Bast. However, 
the appearance of modern bombers. and fighters, as well as. 
substantial quantities of other aircraft, together: with the 


fact that the North’ Koreans have Little competency to operate 
2 . . ; 7 ae ere ' %& Re cat . E we we ee 
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intervention. The effectiveness of these reenforcements is 
dependent, of course, on the quality and quantity of the 
aircraft and personnel provided. It is estimated that there 
are 5,300 Soviet aircraft in the Far East. 
6, Airfields in Korea 


xm 
There are: 22 operational airfields in North Korea. 


a 


. 


8 non-operational that can be made usable 


with little work. 


22 other non-operational fields. 
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